Appearance of the tumor marker CA 19-9 in liver transplant patients during rejection episodes.
The tumor marker CA 19-9 was shown to be elevated in liver transplant patients, particularly during rejection. Serial serum samples taken from 24 patients after liver transplantation were examined for tumor markers CA 19-9, SLEX, CEA, and TNF-alpha. During rejection, 85% of the patients had elevated levels of CA 19-9. Patients with early rejection had persistently higher levels than patients without rejection. The serum levels were low in nonrejecting patients compared with those with rejection. Thus, the CA 19-9 marker cannot be considered a specific tumor marker. It may, however, be an indicator of an immune response or it may be a byproduct of an inflammatory reaction to a tumor or a transplant.